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Speech and Drama Classes

Mrs Lannigan

CLASSES

Speech and Drama classes are extremely beneficial to children as they develop their communication skills and improve their diction, so helping to build self-confidence in an enjoyable way.  Classes are held on a weekly basis and take place at a convenient time within the school day to suit both pupils and teachers alike.  During the academic year, there will be a minimum of 30 classes, subject to the school agenda. These classes are available from Nursery and can continue throughout Junior and Senior school. Senior students can work towards Diplomas.
The children enjoy poetry, tongue twisters, breathing exercises, reading aloud with expression and confidence, learning techniques for public speaking, prepared and impromptu speeches, acting, mime and developing presentation skills.
COST
The classes are paid at the beginning of term of at least 10 classes.  The fee is £70 for Nursery, £80 for Junior School and £90 for Senior School.  At times, throughout the school year there will be extra practise times arranged before the Festival, Exams or School Events.  There will be no added charge for these classes.
EXAMINATIONS

The pupils can enter exams and, in turn, this helps to strengthen their general performance. Examinations are offered in Speech & Drama, Verse Speaking, Acting, Oral Communication, Spoken English in Religion, Reading Aloud, Public Speaking and Personal & Professional Communication.  These examinations usually take place in June and are, of course, entirely optional.  Over sixty Hamilton College pupils sat exams in June of this year, all achieving excellent results between 81% - 100%.  The two examiners who visited the College were very impressed with the standard of work presented.
GLASGOW MUSIC FESTIVAL
Hamilton College pupils made quite an impression as they travelled to Glasgow to take part in the Speech & Drama section of the Glasgow Music Festival.  On Saturday 7th, Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th of March 2009 over 40 children from the Junior School chose to take part in the many different classes the Festival had to offer, ranging from Solo Verse, Bible Reading, Writing and Reading to Acting and Scottish Verse.  Several pupils took part in as many as 3 classes.  The high standard of the performances of ALL the pupils are a testament to the hard work the children have put in.  They each had to perform in public and be appraised by a professional adjudicator. All performers received a Certificate of Performance.  The aim of the Festival is to promote and develop interest and participation in the performing arts.  
Pupils are now deciding what categories to enter in the 2010 Festival.  Entries must be in by the end of October.  Next year’s dates are 14th – 16th MARCH 2010.  We wish them well once more.
THE TEACHER

Elizabeth Lannigan has been teaching Speech & Drama to all ages for 26 years.  She is an Associate of the London College of Music and Communication and a Licentiate of Victoria College of Music.  She is familiar with all the examination boards and is an External examiner for the London College of Music.  She is an active member of the Society of Teachers’ of Speech & Drama and is Joint Speech Secretary for the Glasgow Music Festival.  For twenty years she has, with two colleagues, worked closely with the Education Department organising and adjudicating the North Lanarkshire Speech Festival, judging around 800 children over the popular two-day event.  More recently she has carried out Communication Assessment work within the NHS and been part of the judging panels for the heats of BBC’s Off By Heart Poetry Competition. She is totally committed to working with the pupils of Hamilton College to help them reach their true potential in the area of communication.
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